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Mimar Sinan University is the oldest institution in T urkey 
providing training in arts and architecture using westem 
methods. it was originally founded in 1882, as a result of 
the efforts of Osman Hamdi Bey, and it was then called 
the ''School of Fıne Arts". in 1883 the school began offer­
ing instruction in the disciplines painting, architecture, 
sculpture, and engraving. in 1923 a decorative arts depart­
ment was added and the same year, the school's name 
was changed to ''Fıne Arts Academy''. 

in 1969, eighty-six years after its original establishment, the' 
institution achieved a new status under the Fıne Arts 
Academies Act passed by parliament that year and it be­
carne the '1stanbul State Academy of Fıne Arts". in 1972, 
following nationalization of the private Architectural College 
and the private College of Practical lndustrial Arts, both 
were made part of the Academy. 

lstanbul State Academy of Fıne Arts was the core around 
which Mimar Sinan University was itself founded on 4 
November 1981 under the Higher Education Act. The 
University at present consists of three faculties, _two in­
stitutes, the State Conservatory, the Professional College of 
Fashion'Garments and Architectural Restoration, and their 
associated units. it concentrates on educational, training, 
and research activities that are predominantly architecture, 
art and culture-oriented. 

Anadoluhisar on the Bosphorus 
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THE EDUCATIONAL UNITS OF MiMAR SINAN UNIVER­
SITY 

FACULlY OF SCIENCE AND UfERATURE 
with following departments 

• Mathematics 
• Statistics 
• Turkish Language and Literature 
• Archeology and Art History 
• Sociology 
• History 
* Physics 

FACULlY OF FlNE ARfS 
with following departments 

* Painting 
* Sculpture 
* Theatrical and Scenic Arts 
* Applied Arts 
* T raditional T urkish Handicrafts 

THE FACUL lY OF ARCHITECTURE 
with following departments 

* Architecture 
* lndustrial Design 
* City and Regional Planning 

INSTITUTE FOR GRADUATE STUDIES iN SCIENCE AND 
ENGINEERING 
with following divisions 

* Architecture 
* lndustrial Design 
* City and Regional Planning 
* Mathematics 
* Musicology and Composition 
* Piano and Orchestral Instruments 
* Structural Engineering 



INSTITUTE FOR GRADUATE STUDIES iN SOCIAL 
SCIENCES AND ARTS 
with following divisions 

* Applied Arts 
* Ballet and Theatre 
* Histoıy 
* Painting 
* Opera and Vocal Music 
* Sociology 
* Sculpture 
* Theatrical and Scenic Arts 
* Traditional Turkish Handicrafts 
* Turkish Islamic Arts 
* T urkish Literature 
* Westem and Modem Arts 

MSUSTATECONSERVATORY 
with following departments 

* Instrumental Music and Composition 
* Musicology 
* Theatrical and Scenic Arts 

MSU PROFESSIONAL COLLEGE 
with following technical programs 

* Fashion/Garment 
* Architectural Restoration 

DEPARTMENT OF ATATÜRKIST PRINCIPLES AND THE 
HISTORY OF THE TURKISH REVOUITION 

This is a central unit giving education to ali departments of 
the University. in addition to foregoing educational units 
the following centers for research and application have 
been founded in order to carıy out research and applica­
tions in scientifıc, artistic, and technological areas at Mimar 
Sinan University. 



MSU CENTER FOR CINEMA AND TB..EVISION RE­
SEARCH AND APPUCATIONS 

* MSU Center for Research into the History of 
Turkish Art 

* MSU Center for Research into Mimar Sinan 
* MSU Center for Cıty Planning Research and App­

lications 
* MSU Center for Research in Atatürkist Principles 

and the History of the T urkish Revolution 

MSU CENTER FOR CINEMA AND TELEVISION RE­
SEARCH AND APPUCATIONS 

The Center for Cinema and Television Research and App­
lications engages in research and archival work and also 
provides extra-mural education. Another of its aims is to fül 
the needs of the Turkish cinema and television industries 
for trained technical and artistic personnel. 

MSU CENTER FOR RESEARCH INTO THE HISTORY OF 
TURKISHART 

The Center for Research into the History of Turkish Art 
was originally founded in 1952 as the lnstitute of T urkish 
Art History when the artist Zeki Faik lzer was director of the 
Academy. The center was founded to carry out research 
and studies in T urkish Art, provide instructions, and 
produce publications. 

When the State Fıne Arts Academy was reorganized as 
Mimar Sinan University in 198.3, this unit became the Cen­
ter for Research into the history of T urkish Art, part of the 
F aculty of Science and Literature. it is involved in making 
studies andan inventory of works of Turkish art scattered 
about three continents and it publishes the results of its 
work 
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MSU CE.NfER FOR RF.SEARCH INTO MiMAR SINAN 

üne of the goals of the center for Research into Sinan the 
Architect is to carry out research into the life, identity, craft, 
works, and organizational activities of Sinan, the 16th cen­
tury architect who is the namesake of Mimar Sinan Univer­
sity. it also performs archival functions and publishes the 
results of its studies. Other goals include: 

* Examining the artistic personality of Sinan and 
comparing him with his contemporary artists; 

* lnvestigating the origins of Sinan's style, techni­
ques, and architectural elements and the 
materials he used; 

* ldentifying publications about Sinan written in dif­
ferent languages and developing a Bibliography; 

* Producing a complete inventory of all Sinan's 
works and determining their locations, present 
conditions, and the circumstances of those no 
longer in existence; 

* lnvestigating the whole body and the sources of 
T urkish art and architecture as an important part 
of Turkish natura! culture and examining the 
periods before and after Sinan; 

* Researching T urkish architects who lived during 
the Ottoman period and before it, examining the 
organization of the Corps of Privy Architects, and 
investigating the ways in which architects during 
the empire were trained and performed their 
profession; 

* Maintaining archives of the activities enumerated 
above and as means allow publishing the results 
or having them published; 

* Carrying out investigations conceming the 
protection, restoration, and upkeep of works of 

f .,. 



T urkish architecture and architectural sites, 
making admonitoıy publications, and with this 
aim cooperating with the Restoration Depart­
ment of the F aculty of Architecture; 

* Collecting in its own libraıy publications (or 
microfılms of Publications) in Turkish or other 
languages concerning T urkish art and architec­
ture; beginning with the rnost important of these 
works, translating those written in foreign lan­
guages into Turkish and those written in the Ot­
toman script into the modem alphabet so as to 
make them available for use by those concemed; 

* Cooperating with scientifıc and scholarly bodies, 
govemment organizations, and scientists and 
scholars in T urkey and abroad as required by the 
foregoing activities and organizing tours for re­
search purposes. 

MSU CENTER FOR crrv PLANNING RESEARCH AND 
APPUCATIONS 

The goals of the Center for City Planning Research and 
Applications are the following: 

* Contributing to examinations, research, and train­
ing about city planning and carıying out applica­
tions; examining the historical development of 
traditional Turkish attitudes towards cities, the 
founding of Turkish cities, and existing struc­
tures; producing publications on such matters 
and acquainting people with existing publications; 

* Collecting works, studies, documents, and 
reference works in Turkish or other languages on 
the subject of Turkish city planning and urban 
developrnent in particular and establishing and 
developing archives for them; 
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* Carrying out research into the protection, restor~ 
tion, and renewal of old T urkish cities and city 
textures; establishing relations with other institu­
tions concemed with such matters; publishing 
the results and disseminating them to those con­
cemed; 

* Participating in congresses related to this subject 
in T urkey and abroad; organizing similar meet­
ings, conferences, and exhibitions; 

* Preparing short documentary fılms on traditional 
and contemporary T urkish city planning and 
development; determining characteristic settle­
ment patterns in Turkey by means of 
photographs and other means on locaUon; 
preparing and documenting regional models; 

* Documenting characteristic examples of Turkish 
settlements and cities; 

* Cooperating with relevant public and private or­
ganizations, institutions, research centers, in­
stitutes, and independent investigators into such 
subjects in Turkey and abroad; 

* Establishing temporary or standing commissions 
for scientific research and studies; holding semi­
nars and courses that will make a contribution to 
city planning ihstruction organizing symposia, 
colloquia, and similar activities; -

* Carrying out the secretarial work of the T urkish 
Committee for the World City Planning Day; or­
ganizing the colloquia traditionally held on World 
City Planning Day during the fırst week of 
November each year; organizing Cıty Planning 
Day activities in Turkey. . 



MSU CENTER FOR RESEARCH iN ATATÜRKIST PRIN­
CIPLES AND THE HISTORY OF THE TURKISH REVOW­
TION 

The Center for Research and applications in Atatürkist Prin­
ciples and the Histoıy of the T urkish Revolution was 
founded in 1985. lts principal goals and duties are the fol­
lowing: 

* Ensuring that research is conducted into 
Atatürkist principles and into the histoıy of the 
Turkish Revolution and publishing the results; 
collecting Turkish and foreign publications on 
these subjects and establishing an archival 
documentation unit that will serve as a source of 
reference work.5; 

* Collecting information conceming methods of 
application, acquired experience, and materials 
for instructional use and tuming these into dass­
room materials; 

* Establishing mutual support, training, research, 
and correspondence relations among universities 
and relevant public and private institutions and 
organizations; 

* While taking advantage of the units of Mimar 
Sinan University and cooperating with them, col­
lecting examples of slides, pictures, reproduc­
tions, tapes, manuscripts, models, ete. of 
monuments, statues, busts, mask.5, paintings, 
portraits, photographs, fılms, writings, architec­
tural projects, speeches, compositions, poems, 
and similar work.5 of art that are concemed with 
Atatürk and the revolutionaıy histoıy of the 
Republic of Turkey; when necessaıy, undertaking 
preparatoıy work to ensure that these are 
reproduced and made ready for dissemination; 
when requested, participating in juries or desig­
nate candidates-for competitions in such matters; 



* Organizing courses, seminars, concerts, con­
ferences, symposia, colloquia, panel discussions, 
and similar scientifıc and scholarly meetings and 
congresses in order to achieve the goals and ful­
fiil the duties of the center as indicated above. 

RESEARCH ACTNITIES AND THE AREAS OF RE­
SEARCH 

Research and application centers have been set up in 
Mimar Sinan University in order to conduct the research 
that is the fundamental function of a university in scientifıc, 
artistic, and technological areas and to make use of the 
results of such activities. The research and applications car­
ried out by these centers are conducted within the 
framework of their own areas of interest. 

in addition to these research and application centers, re­
search is also initiated and carried out by the members of 
the University's faculty and their assistants on an individual 
or joint hasis in scientific, artistic and technological areas 
and such activities are provided with support by the 
University's Research Fund in line with generally accepted 
principles and within the framework of a specifıc program. 

Besides such research activities, the members of the 
University's faculty also cany out personal research into 
their own areas of interest. The research carried out under 
various advanced degree, artistic profıciency, and doctorate 
studies within the framework of the prograrns of the two 
lnstitutes for Graduate Studies of the University make up a 
signifıcant and important part of these activities. 

MSU and its instructional staff also cooperate on an institu­
tional and individual hasis with •universities and research 
centers in various other countries within the framework of 
the principles of intemational scientifıc and cultural 
cooperation and academic exchange prograrns. it is also 
rnaking an effort to further expand such cooperation. 

I 



A T raditional Street Scene from Amavutköy (lstanbul) 
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A Coffeehouse at Kanlıca (Bosphorus) 
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